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j Vht tr<-Cli\ srian poured his 
|‘=‘ 4 !!!;i ra;K)i oofl'ee and lit his lltli 
ii . .lan'l. Hft starrd oat the open 
j .vulo’.v into the iiniet biackness of 
1 a Coacord Sunday night. The other 
: exClA person sat at the dining 
; table and looked iTaU and nervous, 
j She was his wife. 

]■ They were talking alxnit what 
! life is like for a CIA couple. It 
1 wasn't long before they got into the 
a bad parts. He made a face as if aii 
1 the dirty little stwets were a 
I stinking rose opening in front of his 
i nose. 

I'' He had been a CIA finance 
ij ‘ Officer for nine' years, she a secre- 
I ' tary to spies. Th^ served together 
!' In Tokj'o, Washington, D.C., and 
i Miami. Between them they saw 
j enough to make them want out. 

I ; They were toid nth to taik, but they 
., knew that, Mtnoday, they would. 
They held their tongues fur more 
than ten years. They won; afraifl. 
i Now, the sUsnee of a vfioiusand 
I sleeples.5 nights is over. 

Sunday, in their i.iodest Con- 
, cord home, they took iho unsettling 
j tourney back throupi; tii.e looking 
I glasj iiito the never ir.ua r world of 
I the CL\. 

i The place they drsertbed was a 
! ■ topsy-turvy land wliere old-fash 
;i . lon^ values are destvoy-;-d in the 
I name of .saving tliem. a perverse 

j place of seT'-U'U hiackinttti, betray- 

I ■ ing friend.s u!ile;i -iur.?, psycho- 
I paths and ho'rrotibing with mob- 
■ sters, of pseuduuyr'is and orypto- 
' nyins, drnnkur'.'.s and npof* artists, 
dirty money and dirty tricks and 
run-amok assassur-, i p:ace where . 
error and folly xvnv lu ld i^'ored in 
i the almighty i:',07U! i/f ; fu recy. One 
'. assassin amoni; ’liosr n.m amok was 
I Lee Harvey 0;;v:iiu wbe aiTOcUing 
i to the former i.'i A nu'.nev man, was 
I it; the pay of liie C1.A. 

' “It rr'tn.'iiOii kr.owledf-e.in 

the Tokyo CTA -AaVvii that Os'.vald 
woriisa t'li- trio agency,'' be said. 

"Tiiat's ‘rcr.” bis wife said. 
••I’ieiu sin' dm Preradeiit was 
kdiisi. m inn 'I'enyo auuion 

'V! re niieuiy aboui Oswald 

i,:r ivy e'en- ; i i!.us:,'U for the CIA. 
:',,i-'yoi;o MS *'onderlng how the 
.erf.i.e'' e'livin to be able to keep 
'ud O.s'.vaia Bki I guess they 



Oswald and the CIA 



. did,'' she said. 

-The former dA finance officer 
is Jim 'Wilcotl. His wife s name is 
Elsie. 

■Wileott testified behind closed 

doors before the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations last 
March 

He said the committee had 
asked him not to discuss his testi- 
mony, but it was learned from 
sources in Washington that he told 
the committee the CIA's role in 
Kennedy’s assassination extended 
beyond covering up Oswald’s em- 
ployment to the involvement of 
other CIA employees in a conspira- 
cy to kill the Resident. 

Ke testified that he overheard 
CIA agents say “agency people" had 
Kennedy murdered because the 
President had reneged on a "secret 
agreement ” with former CIA direc- 
tor Allen Dulles to militarily sup- 
port the CIA-backed 1961 invasion 
of Cuba. 



... “CIA people killed Kennedy,” 



Wileott was reported by a commit- 
tee source to have told the cotomit- 
tee. Wileott provided a list of names 
of CIA officials in Tokyo, at the 
time who he said could support his 
testimony. 

CIA officials in Washington 
could not be reached last night to 
comment on their fonner employ- 
ee’s allegations. 



The Wilcotts were recruited by 
the CIA as a husband and wife team 

in the late 1950s, shortly after they 
were married. 

“We were a two-for-one deal." 
he says. There is weary bitterness 
in his voice. ^ 

“W'e didn’t even know what 
CIA was all about when we went to 
work for them,” he said. Tliey 
found out soon enough. During her 
polygraph test for security clear- 
ance, the CIA interrogator asked 
Elsie, who had grown up on a farm, 
one of those standard polygraph 




'CIA people 




committee 



Jim Wikert 
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(piesttOBs: Had abe b«d ever feMMX 
with the antmelK 8he m 
easted. “Why, m dhte’teve* hiM 
any such ttiiiig was peadf^jjsFw 
said. A frioid of theirs ina i»#t 
through security ciearhace had 
once worked la a aiortaary. The 
CiA stra{>ped him iato a HI deteeior 
and asked him tf he had ever had 
intercouise with a coyiiae. 

"I began to get th«>lmpre88ioa 
that there were a lot w^kdos 
that organlaatlon,” Jim Wilcott 
sahL 

That impraviatt htoasomed In 
Tokyo. There was, tor instance, the 
matter of tbe-Bulgailn mnbaasa- 
dor’s bed. One SMirday morning 
when Tnicatt eras bolding tiDtwn 

m lii|Mc M|i4l'isln' and 
tmifeahd M him la the morii- 



ahd to peycbopathlc peraonalitics 
the OIA plotted to release from 
ytethameae mental hospitals and 
outfit M Viet Gong to pUlage South 
Vietnamese' vUIagea, tiiereby turn- 
ing the i^mpathles of our allies 
against the insane V.C. 




'ihL 

«M ataSe. aaerets 
unthMed hetwemt the ihastt the 
ClAhpd tapMl a PWtkalaty 

ekr^lige SI optmt^ 
benrate thsi' wri liiifii lfir «mi. his 
wife. 



The tapes were Intag tran- 
acrfbed hy a ysnilil Maotlcan girl 
udm warno Seariett Ofiani, id she 
waa man u estl y hutaMated'lty the 
aexaal exaberaneea dw uMt tsamh 
latlng from the Bulgarian bedrtxMn 
vemacular^The ClA men tlMu^t 
this great sport and had bSoken out 
drinks ill around While they kept 
playhig the steamy portions over 
and over aa the young translator 
turned redder than wine. When 
Wlfcott dared to wondo’ what this 
had to do with natkmal security the 
case officers Isekcd at him like he 
war some stlck-hi-dieimid account- 
ant 

WUcott’s tlduetaiy duties in 
the Tokyo sUthm — he was there 
from to 1804 — included 
handliig out upward of M milUon a 
month In unmarked biUs of various 
currencies fw the station’s dirty 
tridcB. 

‘ Wtloott said the CIA had a 
phobia about fresh enlrreitcy —the 
lOi yrtpaiyy dirtier lit mooey the 
be^, Mii^ the themy that used 
money fj| 1p m 

airi hhiddes SSthdd scatter 
on ^ floor and take ofr their shoes 
and up and down on it like 
huttesHdown oOBared ttape crum- 

e»S,V;,* 

' theminT’ WBcdtt handed out 
m more ways than one. 
Wienii said he MuIim from other 
jS^igWtS that SMM 'of his cash 
up In the hwuto of members 
Japanese vnnipa of Oe 
Mafia, who performed unmea t to n s 
I Mb serrices for the Tokyo station. 



Wttcott’s terminal dtsiUuskm- 
mmit with l)» CIA began when he 
was drafted Into a “bladk opera- 
tton" to entrm) a friend into boom- 
ing a douUe agent. His friend, was 
Peter Dadier, who he said was a 
mteibaw of VahUmIr Bedyer. the 
WMOsUv patriot and biographer of 
lW Peter worked in the Yugosla- 
vian embassy in Tokyo In a finan- 
cial post •They met while taking 
Japriieae lessona and would go out 
for a drink Wiailier after class. aA 
regidetions that an employ- 

emttst report any such contacts 
with any fokriim 
whan Wilcott did, the agency decid- 
ed that be riJOuW “set up” his 
friend,; 

The operation took nine 
uipnths and a oooaiderable amount 
of G!A riddi, whM station blghe^ 
ups kept urgliii ttoddott to lavish on 
the YunaelaT. “The idea was to ‘get 
him on the hook’ — get him used to 
the hl^ life-,'* Wileott said. At one 
poiat it was decided that Wilcott 
should “get him involved with 
women.” The master plotter for 
tbh wai Elrie Wllcott's hoes, a spy 
named Den^ who was head 
Tokyo station’s Soviet Aussla Satel- 
lite Olviskm, where Elsie was a 
secretary. At one point , petmis 
called Mrs. Wilcott into his office 
and told her that her husband 
might end np in a compromising 
sttuatfen with another woman but 
that he would only he doing the 
deed for the good of her country. 
Thii did not serve to stir the fires of 
her paMothBn.. 

"The CIA twas always terrible 
m women — parUcuttrly the wives 

agents,” Ewe Wilcott said. ‘The 
agency was both snobbish and 
•erirt.” 



^ ' EventaiBlly^ WUcott was told 
that he wili being “pbaeed out” and 
a peiaw <q|Uad »: *Tecruhment 
og^” StaurlMiag *%ut In” to bribe 
or WarikmaM the Yugoslav into 
spying on Ul VwndeuBtry. Wilcott 
was toM aaucr to see his friend 
again. Me doesn’t know what hap- 
pened tfcsa' -r he doesn’t even 
know if hd dM a good enou^ job 
corrupting hb friend Atnerir.an- 
style ta miMie him tms traitor. 
Once, he oriwd about Peter 
Ded^ jwM(^ was lidd that be 
had to kadw.’* . 



’'dUk pebpie 4Hnk like fish," 
WBcott irin hla 16tb 

coffee. The Tek% station kept 
boOee in iftppiy me way most 



offices keep paper clips. K was 
generally — along with the 
dirty if untraceabie cash WBcott 
handed out — to coa.x .Tapanese 
jouniallstt, labor leaders, intelter 
tuals and other opinion molders to 
see things the CIA way. “The 
station controlled every aspect of 
Japanese society,” Wilcott said. 
This CIA bounty of liquor was 
readily available to the agents, at 
prices amounting to nothing. A CLA 
employee cbuld pick up a bottte of 
White Horse scotch selling for $12. 
In Tokyo for 75 cents at the office. 
Double martinis at military clubs 
frequented by the CIA were a 
nickel. “At those prices you almost 
couldn’t afford not to drink,” he 
said. 

It was during these after-hours 
drinking sessions with other CIA 
men that Wilcott became aware of 
the nature of many secret CIA 
operations normally hidden by 
cryptonyms. “The nebd to know 
principle often went to hril at a 
bar,” he said. One of the CIA 
operations he learned about in- 
volved Lee Harvey Oswald. 

The 'day Kennedy was shot 
,there was rejoicing in the Tokyo 
'CIA station, Wilcott recalls. Most of 
the agents were not, Uke himself, 
“Kennedy liberals,” but rather de- 
spised the Camelot president for 
not sending the military in to 
rescue the OA bimglers at the Bay 
of Pigs. The station was abuzr about 
(bwald and, when Wilcott ex- 
pressed disbelief at the talk that 
Oswald was a CIA employee, a case 
officer told hhn: “Well, Jim, so and 
so, right over there, drew an 
advance from you for Oswald un- 
der a crypto.” 

In the months to come, be was 
to hear constant references to the 
station’s earlier work on "the Os- 
wald project.” Wllcolt said Oswald 
]had been trained for his trip to 
Russia at Atsugi Naval Air Statio.a, 
a plush superseerst cover base. Tor 
the Tokyo CIA stations “spefial 
operations.” Wilcott says he no 
kmger recalls the names of the CIA 
agents Involved. He also didn't take 
notes back then, he says. He wasn’t 
planning on exposing the CIA. The 
details he remorabers have the ring 
of Uie authentic. 



the WUcotts wl<l the wi., 

mucll the same ws the story r. 
Tokyo — brib«r3. blackmail, cui’y 
cash for gangs of well-fed sabo 
tears, assassination plots against 
Castro and that old CtA standby, 
the Mafia. 

The Wllcotts are not your 
classic whistleblowers. They are 
among that select handful of 
former CIA employees who have 
, spoken on the record about compii- 
ny business, but they have not 
hustled a forum or written a book. 
They waited a decade to tell the 
House investigators what they 
knew about Oswald. They are not 
eager to be on television and Elsie 
Wilcott declined to have her pic- 
ture taken. They prefer the ano- 
nymity of Concord, whgre they 
have lived for several years, 

Jim Wilcott .said he had lost 
several accounting jobs “under 
very strange circumstances” since 
he left the CIA In the late ’80s, Die 
agency Is not beyond retribution, 
he says. He is still, frankly, nervous. 
The Wllcotts are the first lorfaer 
CU couple to go public. They 
decided to tell what they know, if 
for no nobler reason, to sleep better 
nights. 

Wilcott Is going to do som* 
work “developing information’ 
with Philip Agee, the former CL* 
S tur^^thor and antl-CW 
crusader. But Wilcott says he wil 
not take a dime for anything > 
writes concerning dhe CIA. 

“I don’t want people to thW 
I’m doing this for the money," mi' 
the man who used to write check 
for me QA 



The Cuban government invited 
Elsie and Jim Wilcott to Havana 
last month to testify before a “CIA 
tribunal” the Cubans bad organized 
as the high point of a world youth 
fr)stival. 'Die former CIA couple 
went. U was the first time either of 
them liad been to a socialist coun 

try. 

< - 

'"he Cubans were understand 
aWy curious about the couple's 
experiences in the QA’s Miami 
statlm, which carried on a, fwh- 
sca); secret war agalnat Cuba 
throas^out the tiOs. The ClA story 




